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* TS there anything of art in stamp collecting?’ It will 
Art and | be unnecessary to state that the propounder of the 
y question was not a philatelist. The answer was given 
Collecting. by an advanced collector: ‘* There is as much of art 
in stamp collecting as in most forms of collecting. Its 
main object is the acquisition of things which other 
collectors lack and which will excite their envy.” This sounds much like 
Charles Read’s charicterization of Peg Woffington—“ The sacred principle 
of justice was as strong in Mrs. Woffington as in the rest of her sex—she 
had not one grain of it.” Having received his answer, the questioner dis- 
missed the subject with the remark, “ That’s about what I thought”; which 
is not an altogether flattering conclusion. 

It is not easy to understand why a lotof people find no justification in 
any thing or act unless it meets their ideas of what is artistic, while, on the 
other hand, they will tolerate many queer creatures and products because, being 
unusual, they conclude that they must be admirable. They have made art 
a bugaboo to scare the timorous and inexperienced; they have set it on high 
as a fearsome god to whom all must bend the knee. They remind one of 
Kipling’s lines: 

*‘ When the flush of a new-born sun fell first on Eden's green and gold, 
Our father Adam sat under the Tree and scratched with a stick in the mould; 
And the first rude sketch that the world had seen was joy to his mighty heart, 
Till the Devil whispered behind the leaves, ‘It’s pretty, but is it Art ?’” 








“Is there anything of art about stamp collecting?’ Is there anything 
of art about many other forms of collecting? Rare books are often moldy 
and dog-eared; rare china is not always graceful in shape or charming in 
color; old coins are lop-sided and corroded; old furniture is usually chipped 
and moth-eaten; some of the old masters are, to put it mildly, most uninter- 
esting ; and the rarer stamps are the least beautiful. Do we collect these for 
art's sake alone? Docollectors pay great sums for these cracked and bat- 
tered relics solely for the artistic gratification to be derived from them? Do 
Croesus and Midas pay fortunes for pictures to add to their galleries because 
they really admired them, or is it merely that, having set themselves up as 
patrons of art, they feel that they must possess examples of the work of cer- 
tain painters without regard to personal liking? 


Collectors have been called human magpies, who accumulate useless ob- 
jects with no apparent purpose and for no appreciable reason. Sometimes 
their acts seem to justify the criticism. There appears to be something in- 
born in many of us which drives us to collect—a spirit of accumulation, a 
desire to surpass others, a pride in achievement, or a delight in the applause 
which attends success. 

The people of a few generations past hid in their garrets spinning 
wheels, cracked mirrors, worn-out furniture, discarded utensils and genera! 
household wreckage. The present generation drags these relics into the 
light of day, looks at them with awe because they are “so old,” fails to see 
beauty in most of them and so declares them artistic and sets them in high 
places as household gods and fetiches. It is much the same with stamps— 
age often implies scarcity and hence desirability. Some of the stamps most 
sought after are so undeniably ugly that they are in danger of having the 
** higly artistic ” tag affixed to them. 

After all, though art is not the prime motive or the great aim of stamp 
collecting, there are some artistic features about it. In a good collection we 
have beauty of design, charm of color, neatness and order in arrangement, 
and similar features which gladden the eye and cultivate the mind. Stamp 
collecting has its limitations but, when seriously attempted and carried out, 
it is neither puerile nor commonplace. If the cultured caste would only be- 
lieve us, there is much about our fad that not only merits toleration but de- 
serves admiration. 


Tutaioel te 





The Evolution of the Stamp Collector. 


C. A. Howes. 


““ Chacun a son got.” 


I am a general collector and am afraid I shall always remain so. My 
interest was first aroused by a small collection, given me just twenty years 
ago, which was made by an uncle in the later sixties. Of course it had a 
varied assortment—regular postage, a few envelopes cut to shape, a revenue 
or two, and, sad to relate, some of the counterfeits of those early days, my 
greatest loss from that cause being some of the old Western Australians whose 
true nature I did not discover for a long time. When some friend, kind or 
unkind, as you prefer, pointed out these masqueraders at last and the places 
thereof knew them no more, it caused the first heartbreak of my collecting 
experience, for they were the gems of my album. 

In common with the rest of *‘ the boys” all was fish that came to my net, 
and telegraph stamps, cut postals, and even cigarette stamps were added to 
the original three hundred odd which had been my inheritance. But in three 
or four years I outgrew the old album of D. Appleton & Co., which had done 
such good service, and rejoiced in the possession of a brand new International. 
Then came the task of transferring, which has its delights as well as its terrors. 
All of the original collection and likewise many of my additions were pasted 
down solidly ; but I had soon learned the difficulties attending that method 
and adopted the plan of tacking down stamps at the four corners with a bit 
of paste. This made them easier of removal, but when the Scott album was 
purchased of F. Trifet I learned of the method of mounting with hinges and 
bought of him a sheet of gummed paper which allowed one to cut the hinges 
to suit his taste and his stamps. 

The new album, and also acopy of the PAilatelic Journal of America 
which I ran across about the same time and subscribed for, gave me a fresh 
impetus and some advanced ideas. Everything in the old album which was 
not a postage stamp was discarded. Nothing but adhesive postage stamps and 
envelopes or wrappers cut square went into the new book. Local stamps 
were passed by as something strange and mysterious, and even the gorgeous- 
ness and glory of the two pages of Hamburg locals “for 50 cents” failed to 
attract, for their spaces served to put in the new stamps of Gibraltar and 
Guinea, issued about that time. 

The collection grew apace for about six years, having at one time a small 
addition of entire envelopes and postal cards ; but these proved too bulky, 
and the difficulty of mounting them and the sameness of the envelopes proved 
their downfall. Properly mounted the postal cards would have proven a 
most interesting lot and one that would readily attract attention. Although 
abandoned I yet have a fond remembrance of these interesting forms of postal 
supplies and have often wondered why they were not more popular. They 
are mostly attractive, very few are high priced, there are practically no 
counterfeits, and there is a reasonable hope of getting a complete collection. 
But philately is reaching out and covering so much territory, not only in sub- 
ject matter but in object matter as well, that it is becoming impossible to 
follow it in all its branches, and it is in this fact that “ specialism" had its 
rise. What at first had been general collecting was gradually restricted, as 
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the field broadened, to a hemisphere, a continent, a group of countries, or a 
mother country and its colonies ; and finally the profuseness of the postal is 
sues of some countries made them worthy of special study by themselves. 
Specialism then gave rise to monographs where postal history was exploited 
in more or less full and able manner by those whose interest had led them 
to drink deep of the new Pierian spring they had discovered. 

The natural result followed in the appearance of the “ blank” album 
wherein each might follow his own dictates. The idea appealed to me and, 
as my “Scott's” was becoming outgrown by reason of the new issues which 
taxed it beyond its capacity, another transfer was in order. But then came 
the question which could not be evaded: How should the new album be 
arranged, how should the stamps be arranged, and how mounted; what 
should be collected and what discarded in order to bring it within reasonable 
bounds? I confess it took a long time to decide, and in writing this I am 
endeavoring to give my experience in the hope that others, who I know are 
now just as puzzied as I was then, may find some hints which may prove 
useful to them. 

I have spoken of the development of specialism and, being aware of my 
limitations, I resolved to follow along some one of its lines when the new 
transfer took place. But it was a puzzle to decide where to make the cut. 
On turning the pages of the album almost every one exhibited something of 
interest, and I found it too hard to give up any one of my old friends.- The 
compromise finally came by limiting the new albums to adhesive postage only, 
even revenues used for postage being tabooed, except in some cases 
where special authorization had erected them into actual postal issues. This 
decided, the albums were laid out geographically, the countries being grouped 
alphabetically under the five great continents, Australia, Oceanica and the 
West Indies. This seemed a natural arrangement and an easy one, and gave 
opportunity for specializing in groups to some-extent, as happened later in the 
case of Africa, where the developments of the last ten or a dozen years have 
made much history, particularly with the British Colonies; and becoming 
rather interested in them it was convenient to have them all in one book. 
In the case of the recent Australian Federation with its prospective Common- 
wealth issues the grouping of the former colonies also proved convenient. 

Next came the stamp arrangement. With a limited purse Brattleboros 
and Post Office Mauritius were not to be thought of, so this class could be 
ignored and their counterfeits presentments of the printed album no longer 
mocked one. There were stamps from almost every set, however, and plenty 
of elbow room was allowed for filling in the missing ones. Even where a set 
was perhaps full it was not crowded, for often a variety comes to hand which 
even then makes an interesting addition. But just what varieties should be 
taken ? Here was another nut to crack. In regularly issued stamps there 
are certain varieties which are collectible or not according to personal fancy, 
and these may be enumerated as follows: types, shades, watermark, per- 
foration, paper and gum. All these were carefully considered with the fol- 
lowing results : in types there were two kinds, die varieties and plate varieties ; 
of these two the former seemed the more important as they were more fund- 
mental and apt to show greater changes in the design—witness the triangular 
ornaments on our present United States stamps. Plate varieties are apt to be 
more trivial and numerous for they result from engraving each stamp separate- 
ly, as in the case of the Providence Postmaster’s stamps, or from cleaning 
and touching up of a worn plate as in the case of Greece, or from both com- 
bined as in the “‘ Sydney Views.” Looking at them in this light it seemed 
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best to give favor only to well marked die varieties. In shades it was enough 
to include here and there well marked differences like the ultramarine and 
blue 1 cent, and the pink, carmine and vermilion 2 cents of the United States 
issue of 1894, these being due to differences in the inks employed and quite 
outside ef tints and shades produced by more or less ink in printing. 

It always seemed to me that the above two points were the most impor- 
tant in collecting after the two of prime importance—design’ and color—be- 
cause they had to do directly with the latter, and are part and parcel of the 
stamp impression itself. Ofsecondary importance among varieties I place 
watermark and perforation, both being afterthoughts of manufacture, so to 
speak, and yet necessary adjuncts to the completed stamp. Watermarks in 
general have been the result of government instructions and serve the pur- 
pose of safeguarding the stamp from imitation ; they were therefore deem- 
ed collectable and were included, but not such as were merely manufactur- 
ers watermarks, as in Canada. 

Perforation, including rouletting as a variety, is a rather important item 
of manufacture and there was no question of excluding it in favor of imper- 
forate stamps or vice-versa where both had been regularly issued, but the line 
was drawn at imperforates “issued by mistake,” and perforations made by 
private parties like the ‘ Susse”’ perforations of France and the perforated 
newspaper stamps of Austria. But how far should I go in collecting gauges? 
I must confess that I have split upon this rock to some extent. In the 
ordinary general collection the inclusion of different gauges always struck me 
as a bit ridiculous, for, everything else as arule being the same, it came down 
to the interesting pastime of collecting pin holes in paper, and the man who 
succeeded in finding the greatest number of differences in their spacing won 
the game, Did it ever strike you that way? Yet if one becomes specially 
interested in a country there is a certain fascinatien in perforation varieties, 
for they often mark different periods or certain exigencies of manufacture or 
sometimes different manufacturers. Even then slight variations seem too 
trivial, but the 14 or 16 gauge in Great Britain, or the 12% and 14 in the 
colonies, being at once distinct and appreciable, and having no gamut of 
variations between, with innumerable compoundings, have in many cases 
appealed to me and have been included. 

Of minorimportance in my opinion are the two varieties last mentioned, 
paper and gum. Thickness of paper and its character—whether wove, laid, 
etc.,—seems an-accident or incident of manufacture, asa rule, and is, there- 
fore, discarded. Inthe same category is gum, though Roumania with her 
recent “pink gum” issue seems to have given unusual prominence to this 
detail. 

So much for regular issues. There was only one other point to consider 
and that was surcharges. They were as much postage stamps as any of the 
others and I saw no reason for excluding them at first, but here as in the 
regular issues, the line was drawn on type varieties unless they were of very 
marked difference in their make up. Varieties of serifs in the figure 1, 
straight or curly tailed 2's, misplaced periods and “thick V's” were bogies 
of the first order, and savored too much of the printing office and too little 
of postage stamps. In fact I quite agree with Mr. Thrum of Honolulu 
who, I believe, characterized this attention to petty detail as “paying high 
tribute to botch press-work.” 

Under the above outlines then I have sailed along fairly happily for 
about ten years, going more into detail with countries which interested me 
most and keeping nearer rock bottom with those of slight attraction ; yet 
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always following pretty closely the “scheme of importance” as I call it 
which I have just described. But again, with the speculative and unnec- 
essary issues, besides the flood of new stamps having better credentials which 
are bearing down on us, it was necessary to call a halt somewhere. The 
avalanche of French Colonial surcharges caused the first trouble, and they 
were finally discarded ix /ofo, and in disgust. Next Native Indian stamps fell 
under the ban as most of them are more of the nature of locals, like the Russian 
rural stamps, and would not be recognized outside of India. The same 
remarks apply to the Colombian States and the same fate befell them with 
the exception of Panama, whose stamps are valid for Postal Union purposes. 
The Chinese Treaty Ports came next but I did not discard the collection 
simply because of a deep interest in the country itself and their connection 
with it. It is merely a representative collection, however, without minor 
varieties, but mounted in a rather novel manner and thus good for exhibition 
purposes ; but outside of this the stamps are mostly “truck.” The stamps 
of China proper, however, sometimes called the “ Customs’ Stamps,” though 
“local” to a certain extent, yet have for many years connected with the 
international mails, inasmuch as international postage could be paid in them 
by the sender at some interior point, and they served as vouchers for this 
fact when the letter reached a port where Postal Union stamps could be 
affixed, which was then done without extra charge by the Customs Post Office 
at that port. 4 

Finally the impending surcharges of the Portuguese Colonies, which is 
a gigantic piece of robbery, have decided my next cut, these stamps are 
practically all the same, varying only in the name, so I have taken one 
colony for a type and discarded all the others. The same can be said of the 
French and German colonies, which have become so prolific, and . they will 
be the next to share the fate of the Portuguese, one colony being kept in 
each case as a type. 

Thus it is, while steering clear of Seebeck remainders and speculative 
jubilee issues, I have managed to keep my collection general and yet within 
bounds. In fact, it seems to lie somewhat between the “General” and the 
“ Limited Specialist” collections which Mr. Oldfield describes in his inter- 
esting paper read before the London Seciety. Even now it contains nearly 
fifteen thousand stamps, and the recurring “cuts*’ are soon made up for 
But there may come a day when the “scheme ” will fail and the “ general ”’ 
character have to be given up; however, that bridge has not’ been reached 
and I hope it is far distant, for not only is the general collection more inter- 
esting and instructive to me, but it certainly is to every non-philatelist who 
can be induced to look over a stamp collection. And isn’t the pleasure of 
showing it to your friends one of the attractions of any collection? It would 
seem so; and the more you can explain to them about your wares the greater 
the interest for both owner and examiner. It is the oldstory of “what 
philately teaches,” which need not be detailed here. But there is one part 
of the story which all do not know so well, and that relates to the various 
designs, emblems and pictures found on many of the world’s issues, and 
some facts about these may be told in another article. 
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An Elaborate Swindle. 


We have received from a dealer in Europe a photo-lithographic copy of 
what pretends to be an official document and which would, at first glance, ap- 
pear to be positive proof that a provisional issue of postage stamps was made 
in the town of San Fernando, Philippine Islands, in June, 1898. The fol- 
lowing is a translation of this precious document: 


No. 1,611,298. 
(Document Stamp.) 
Province of Union, Town of San Fernando, 

Philippine Islands. 

I, Don Blas Tadiar Salvatera, Municipal Captain of this town of Sam 
Fernando, capital of the Province of Union, 

Do certify, that already more than two months have elapsed to this date 
since the postage stamps on sale ran out, and, for the present, supposing that 
no further shipment of them be received from the Government at Manila, 
on account of the present happenings, and as innumerable persons have ap- 
plied to purchase said stamps for the purpose of prepaying their letters ; for 
this reason I found myself under the necessity of calling a meeting of the 
Committee to consider such application, and the members of said Committee 
agreed to order postage stamps made, to be sold to the public, after having 
received the approval of the Government of this Province, and the amount 
accruing is to be placed in the treasury of the Municipality for the needs of 
the same, The old stamps remaining in the Post Office will be surcharged 
or marked with the values or prices of 2 cents, 3 cents, 4 cents, 5 cents, 
6 cents, 8 cents, 10 cents and 25 cents, in black, violet and red colors, 
and as the old stamps remaining which are to be marked are very few, it 
has also been resolved to order the surcharge or mark to be placed on vari- 
ous blank papers in the said same values and colors And with respect to 
this resolution, to which we have agreed, we will be responsible in case we 
shall not have the authority for it. 

And that this may be clear, I sign these presents with the members of 
the Committee and the Secretary, to be presented to the Government of this 
Province for its approval. 

Done at the Municipal Tribunal of San Fernando, Capital of the 
Province of Union, the first day of June, 1898. 

The Municipal Captain, The Lieut., Trustee, 
BLAs Tapiar S. AGAPITO FLORES 
The Lieutenant of Police, The Rural Lieutenant, 
FAUSTINO ALVIAR. EUSEBIO CASUGA, 
The Delegates. 
Damaso Aquirio, Jose Gusman, Lorenzo Galvez, Ramon Mendoza, 
Gaspar Flores, Juan Borjia, Vicente Carbonell, Timoteo Galvez, 
Pedro Flores, Calixto Galvez, Sabino Gueslan, Pio Zafro. 
The Secretary, 
Juan LUCERO. 


All this appears to be very correct, business-like and reliable. But whem 
one examines the stamps his suspicions are promptly aroused. Several sets 
of these stamps were sent from Europe to the J. M. Bartels Co. who very 
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kindly placed them at our disposal. We may mention, incidentally that the 
prices asked for the stamps were so high as to indicate an anticipation of 
very large profits by some one. On examining the stamps we found evidence 
that many of them were fraudulent and our conclusion is that the whole affair 
is a careful prepared scheme to swindle collectors. We returned the stamps 
to the Bartels Co., expressing our unfavorable opinion, which met with their 
prompt concurrence. 

The manufacturers evidently intended to fleece collectors thoroughly, 
so they prepared quite an extensive array of the pretended provisionals. The 
labels are made by means of a surcharge which shows “ 98” in the upper left 
corner, “ CORREOS” diagonally across the stamp, and the value horizontally 
at the bottom. The numeral of value is followed by the word “cent” 
(always in the singular), sometimes with and sometimes without a period. 
There is a series of eight denominations—2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10 and 25 cents— 
stamped in red on pieces of white paper, a second series stamped in blue and 
a third in black. All these may be had either cancelled or uncancelled. 

In addition to the foregeing these are the following surcharges on the 
stamps of the Philippine Islands : 


On REGULAR ISSUES. 


Issue of 1880-82 3c on 6 2-8c green, red surcharge 
“© 1890 2c on 2c claret a rs 
1892-93 2c on 2c gray-violet 


a ii ts “ 


On NEWSPAPER STAMPS. 


Issue of 1886 5c on 1m rose black surcharge 

_s“  “ 30C On 3m rose % ’ 
5c on 2m blue 
1892 5c on %c blue green _red 


es ‘¢ ‘eé ee “ 


< Sp 5c on 2m ‘* ny black “ 
“ “1894 5c 0n 1m olive ¥ ze 
s ‘ec “ 5c on 2m e ‘sé “e 


“ “ 


1896 10c on _ 1m ultramarine 


Next follows a series which were treated somewhat differently. The 
top and bottom labels were removed and the stamps turned sideways, with 
the portrait facing downward, before being surcharged. Comparison shows 
these stamps to be printed in the colors and shades used for the stamps of 
Cuba but not for those of the Philippine Islands. This precious batch is 
as follows : 


Issues of 1876-79 2c on green, red surcharge 
2c on ultramarine, black “ 
2c on blue f J 
2c on blue red " 
2c on lilac * re 
2c on gray lilac ae : 
2c on lilac black 
2c on gray lilac - 
2c on gray 2 > 
3c on gray lilac * ‘: 
3c on lilac red 


3c on gray lilac 





fe, gat VW. S. 
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Issues of 1880-88 2c on green 
3c on brown black 
3c on Olive bistre 3 

Issues of 1890-97 5c On rose 


“ “ 


The reason for removing the labels is only too apparent. There was no 
excuse to offer for the presence of Cuban stamps in the Philippine Islands, 
so it was sought to conceal their identity. Cuban stamps are cheap and 
plentiful and in many issues the designs used in the two Spanish colonies are 
alike except for the labels. By removing those incriminating evidences it 
was expected to create more varieties with which to gull collectors. In just 
one instance the bottom label was spared. This was on the 20c olive bistre 
of 1883-86. The same value, in a similar color, is found in the Philippines 
issue of 1880-82. 

There may be some genuine provisionals among these stamps but there. 
is such a serious taint of fraud about them that we think collectors will be 
well advised to let them entirely alone until evidence in their favor is 
obtained from an irreproachable source. 





1903 Catalogue. 


We hope to publish the Catalogue this year earlier than we did last, and 
for this reason are now arranging to send out the Advance Sheets as soon as 
possible. Dealers and others, who desire to have these, should send in their 
subscriptions immediately as the first pages will be ready for delivery within 
a short time. The great advantage that there is in having these sheets in 
advance is that those who desire to do so may learn the prices, and if they 
are dealers, use them in pricing their stock so as to be ready for the seasons 
trade. 

The plan of the catalogue will be the same as in previous years, changes 
being made in order to improve it in every possible way, but the method 
that has been followed of listing the principal varieties under the catalogue 
numbers and minor varieties under letters a, b and so on, will be continued. 
There has been a constant adjustment of prices during the past year, but 
there are numerous small changes to be made, and still more of the important 
ones, as we have deemed it advisable to make the changes which have been 
published monthly in this Journal only when they were of considerable 
consequence. It is proposed also to make the division in thecatalogue between 
the stamps of the 19th century and the 2oth century definite, so that collectors 
and dealers may know from the catalogue what stamps are to be included in 
each century. The division is not sharply made between the stamps of 
different years on account of the fact that values evidently belonging with a 
set are sometimes issued after most of the stamps of the set have been put 
forth. The plan adopted last year of making catalogue price stand for a fine 
specimen has been found to be all right in use so that this will continue to be 
the meaning of the price given in all except those few cases in which stamps 
either do not come fine or else where the vast majority of them are of inferior 
grade. Samples of these are such stamps as the half penny on one penny 
blue CookIslands and the early issues of Mauritius and New South Wales in 
which fine specimens are scarce. 
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Historical Sketch of the Grand Duchy of 


Luxemburg and its Postage Stamps. 





By JuLes Bouvez. 





(Continued from page 19°.) 


The rouletting in colored lines which had been adopted, as we have seen, 
for the stamps of 1 centime from 1867 on was only the consequence of the 
favorable result of the adoption of the same conditions in 1865 for the stamps 
of 10, 1234 and 25c. On the occasion of the application of this rouletting to 
the foregoing three values, they were printed in other colors, thus adopting 
the principle of the Austro-German Postal Union, which had decreed the use 
of official colors, which were later employed also for all the countries compos- 
ing the Universal Postal Union, as appears from the decisions of the Congress 
held in Paris in 1878. 

The first printing of the stamps rouletted in colored lines was begun on 
June 26th, 1865, with the 12%c stamp, to which was given the bright rose 
color. Of this there were issued 100,000, which, like those of the series of 
1859, present certain varieties which we will describe further on. 

Four months later, on October goth, 1865, there also appeared, rouletted 
in colored lines, the 10c slate-lilac stamp, bright tint, and that of 25c ultra- 
maarine. The first printing of these two values comprised : 

750,000 of the 10 centimes, and 


“ “ « 


100,000 25 


At the same time there were printed 160,000 more of the 1234c, which ap 
peared in the pale rose shade, instead of the bright rose. 

On November 3oth, 1866, the 3734 and 4oc values, to which the dark 
bistre and vermilion colors respectively were given, were in their turn issued 
with rouletting in colored lines, 100,000 of each being issued. On this 
occasion, there were also printed 750,000 more stamps of roc slate-lilac, pale 
tint, and 150,000 12%c deep carmine. 

Apart from the stamps of 1, 2 and 4c, applied specially to the prepay- 
ment of printed matter, and of which we have already pointed out the 
principal varieties, there were accordingly issued, from June 26th, 1865, to 
November 3oth, 1866, five different values, among which are to be found, as 
in previous issues, numerous varieties due to the nature of the paper and to 
the shades as well as to imperfections in the printing. We give below the 
details of these varieties, all rouletted in colored lines, which is in some sort 
the characteristic of the issues which followed one another from 1865 to 1874. 


1. 10c slate-lilac, bright tint, thin paper, normal impression, background 
of the vignette quadrillé. 

2. toc slate-lilac, bright tint, thick paper, normal impression, back- 
ground of vignette quadrillé. 

10c slate-lilac, pale tint, thin paper, normal impression, background 

of vignette quadrillé. 

4. 10c red-lilac, pale tint, thick paper, normal impression, background 
of vignette plain. 
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5. 0c red-lilac, deep tint, thick paper, background of vignette quadrillé 
the “ r” of the word “ centimes,” badly printed and appearing in the form 
of an “1.” 

6. roc blue-lilac, bright tint, thin paper, background of the vignette 
quadrillé, the letter “‘s” of the word “crenTImEs” reversed and appearing 
like a ‘‘ 3.” 

7. 10c blue-lilac, pale tint, thick paper, background of the vignette 
quadrillé but slightly defective, the first “2” of the word “ cENTIMES” cut 
in the center. 

8. 10c blue-lilac, pale tint, thick paper, normal impression, background 
of the vignette plain, rouletting in colered lines absent. This piece should be 
considered a great rarity. It is important, however, to note that in order to 
consider the lack of rouletting as authentic there must be at least a millimetre 
margin on each of the four sides of the stamp, for the colored line rouletting 
is generally 3 mm. distant from the border of the stamp, and sometimes a 
millimetre on one or other of the sides. 

9. 12c rose, bright tint, thin paper, normal impression, background 
of the vignette quadrillé. 

10. 12%c rose, pale tint, background of the vignette partly plain, 
partly quadrillé. 

11. 12%c rose, pale tint, background of the vignette quadrillé. There 
is a defect in the impression which has three festoons at the base of the letters 
“nw” and “tT” of the word “ CENTIMES.” 

12. 12%c rose, bright tint, thin paper, background of the vignette 
quadrillé, with a defect in the impression which has produced four festoons 
under the letters ‘‘n”, “1” and “1” of the word ** CenTIMEs.” 

13. 12%c rose, bright tint, thin paper, background of the vignette 
quadrillé, defect in the impression which has produced five festoons under 
the letters “n”, “7”, “1” and the first strake of the “m” of the word 
“ CENTIMES.” 

14. 12%c rose, bright tint, thin paper, background of the vignette 
quadrillé, with the second and third strokes of the letter “‘m’’ of the word 
“CENTIMES’ invisible, which gives to the first stroke of the “m"’ the appearance 
of a “TT.” 

15. 12%c rose, pale tint, thick paper, background of the vignette partly 
plain and partly quadrillé. 

16. 12%c rose pale tint, thick paper, background as in No. 15 with 
the defect indicated in No. 5. 

17. 12%c carmine, pale tint, thick paper, background as in No. 15 with 
the defect indicated in No. 11. 

18. 12%c carnfine, pale tint, thick paper, background as in No. 15 with 
the defect indicated in No. 12. 

19. 12%4ccarmine, deep tint, thick paper, background asin No. 15 with 
the defect indicated in No, 13. 

20. 25c ultramarine, thin paper, background of vignette quadrillé, 
normal impression. 

21. 25c ultramarine, thin paper, the third stroke of the letter “m” is 
lacking. 

22. 25c pale blue, thick paper, vignette partly plain and partly quadrillé, 
defective impression. 

23. 25¢ deep blue, thick paper, background of vignette plain, impression 
of the arabesques surrounding the vignette not very legible. 










































228 


24. 37%c dark bistre, thin paper, normal impression, background of 
vignette quadrillé. 


25. 3734c dark bistre, thin paper, normal impression, background of 
vignette plain. 

26. 37%c light bistre, thin paper, vignette with background plain, 
inscription “ cENTINES ” instead of “ CENTIMES.” 

27. 3734 light bistre, thin paper, background of vignette quadrillé, with 
the defects indicated under Nos. 11, 12, 13 and 14. 

28. 37%c light bistre, thin paper, background of vignette quadrillé with 
the defect indicated under No. 21. 

29. 37%4c light bistre, thin paper, background of vignette quadrillé, 
impression defective and not very legible. 

30. 40c vermilion, thin paper, normal impression, background of 
vignette quadrillé. 

3!. 40c orange, thin paper, normal impression, background of vignette 
quadrillé 

32. 40c yellow orange, thick paper, impression generally defective, 
background of vignette plain. 


On May 22nd, 1867, with a view of improving the postal service between 
Belgium and the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg, a postal convention was 
arranged between these two countries which came into force on August 1st 
following. After having been approved by Royal Grand-Ducal ‘order of 
July 3rd, 1867, it was published on July 6th in No. 21 of the Administrative 
Memeriol. The principal points of this convention were made known to the 
public by a notice of which we reproduce below the most imporjant indica- 
tions with regard to the taxation of shipments : 


“Art. 4. Persons who wish to send ordinary letters, that is to say, not 
registered, either from Belgium to the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg or from 
the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg to Belgium will have the liberty of leaving 
the postage on said letters chargeable to the recipients or of paying the post- 
age in advance to destination. 

“Art. 5. The rate to be charged for ordinary letters sent from Belgium 
to points in the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg or from the Grand Duchy of 
Luxemburg to points in Belgium is fixed respectively at twenty centimes per 
normal letter, in case of prepayment, and thirty centimes per normal letter, 
in case of non-payment. 

“ Art. 6. As an exception to the arrangement of. the preceding article, 
the rate on normal letters sent from either of the states into the other will be 
reduced to ten centimes, in case of prepayment, and to twenty centimes in 
case of non-payment, whenever the distance in a straight line between the 
office of origin and that of destination does not exceed 30 kilometers. 

“Art. 9. Registered letters may be sent from one country to the other. 
These letters, on which prepayment will be obligatory, will have to bear, 
independently of the progressive postage on ordinary letters, a fixed rate of 
twenty ceatimes. 

“ The sender of a registered letter may, at the time of depositing this letter, 
request that he be advised of the receipt of it by the addressee. For this 
purpose, he will pay in advance, for the sending of the notice, a fixed rate 
of twenty centimes. 

“Art. 11. The Postal Administrations of Belgium and the Grand Duchy 
of Luxemburg may create a category of letters called Express letters, the 
delivery of which at destination may be effected by special means.” 
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In consequence of these arrangements, the Postal Administration of the 
Grand Duchy of Luxemburg caused to be issued a new stamp of the value 
of twenty centimes, of the same type as those in use and the sale of which in 
the post offices began on September 13th, 1867. 

During the whole duration of its issue, that is to say from September 3oth, 
1867, to October roth, 1872, there were six very distinct printings of this 
value, differing in color. We give them below, with the quantities issued : 


Ist printing, September 13th, 1867, 140,000 stamps, deep brown. 


and June 15th, 1868, 100,000 pale brown. 

3rd 4; December 20th, 1869, 160,000 “ bistre. 

4th . October roth, 1870, 225,000 1“ gray bistre. 

5th rs November 18th, r871, 275,0co = “ deep chocolate. 
6th + October 7th, 1872, 300,000 |“ pale chocolate. 


Total 1;200,000 


Apart from the color, the z0c stamp presents no other varieties than the 
differences pointed out in the other stamps with regard to the vignette. 
Although this is generally with a quadrillé background, yet it is found with a 
plain background, principally in the 4th, 5th and 6th printings. This can 
only arise, as we have already said, from the wearing away of the plate and 
a more or less defective impression, for, where the vignette has a plain back- 
ground, irregularities and defects in the reproduction of the arabesques sur- 
rounding the vignette are observable. 

At the time of the first printing of the 2oc deep brown, the stock of the 
30c violet red, bright tint, of which 100,0co had been issued on June zoth, 
1864, was found to be almost exhausted. The Administration then proceeded 
to print some more of this value, of which another 100,000 were issued on 
September r3th, 1867. They are distinguished from those of the first print- 
ing by being of a paler tint. 

What we have said with regard to the varieties of the 20 centimes, we 
can only repeat with respect to the joc, viz., that the varieties of this value 
consist only in the shade and the background of.the vignette, the latter being 
sometimes found plain mstead of quadrillé. We must, however, note that in 
the proportion of 1 to 100 the 3oc violet red is found with the word “ cenTIMEs” 
badly spelt, the first ‘‘ &” looking like a “c,” so that we read “ccnTIMES” 
instead of “‘ CENTIMES.” 

From 1867 to 1872 there were also numerous printings of the other 
stamps rouletted in colored lines which were then in use. These printings 
are distinguished especially by the shade ; we give below a list of them, with 
the quantities printed : 


1. 10 centimes slate-lilac, pale tint, 800,000 stamps, 2nd printing April 
15th, 1867. 

2. 1ocentimes red-lilac, deep tint, 1,000,000 stamps, 3rd printing June 
15th 1868. 

3. ocentimes red-lilac, pale_tint, 1,000,000 stamps, 4th printing 
October reth, 1870. 

4. 10 centimes blue-lilac, deep tint, 1,400,000 stamps, sth printing 
November sth, 1871. 

5. tocentimes blue-lilac, pale tint, 1,500,000 stamps, 6th printing 
October 7th, 1872. 

6. 12% centimes rose, pale tint, 300,000 stamps, 2nd printing Novem- 
ber 30th, 1866. 
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7. 12% centimes carmine, deep tint, 750,000 stamps, 3rd printing June 
rgth, 1868. 

8. 1234 centimes carmine, pale tint, 850,000 stamps, 4th printing 
November sth, 1871. 

9. 12% centimes carmine, pale tint, 1,100,000 stamps, sth printing 
April 25th, 1873. 

10. 25 centimes ultramarine, pale tint, 500,000 stamps, 2nd printing 
June rsth, 1868. 

11. 25 centimes deep blue, 800,000 stamps, 3rd printing October 7th, 
1872. 

12. 37% centimes bistre, deep tint, 15,000 stamps, 1st printing Novem- 
ber 30th, 1866, 

13. 37% centimes bistre, pale tint, 84,900 stamps, 2nd printing June 
15th, 1868. 

14. 40 centimes vermilion, 50,000 stamps, 1st printing November 3oth, 
1866. 


15. 40 centimes orange, 65,000 stamps, 2nd printing October roth, 1870. 


16. 40 centimes orange-yellow, 65,000 stamps, 3rd printing February 
r5th, 1874. 


(Zo be Continued.) 
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A’ Collection Permanently Mounted. 


The remounting of a collection always entails a great deal of work 
There are few collectors who are willing to turn this work over to anyone 
else. They always desire to have their collections mounted according to 
their own ideas and, as the views in relation to the way in which they should 
be mounted are very different, it is not possible to instruct anyone else so 
that such work will be done in a satisfactory manner. Remounting also 
results in more or less injury to the stamps themselves. Soaking them, or 
pulling hinges from the back of them, even though they are of peelable qual- 
ity, results in some damage either in the way of thin spots or an occasional 
tear. Thus the best thing possible for any cellector is to arrive at a per- 
manent placing of the stamps in hiscollection. The best thing that has 
been used for this purpose up to the present time has been the blank album 
with movable leaves. Additions can be made to this from time to time as 
may be desired and the volumes increased in number as the collection grows. 
The greatest drawback with the majority of collectors has been the fact that 
they must plan for themselves the placing of thestamps. One who is a spec- 
ialist, or who has a wide knowledge of all the varieties can do this quite 
easily. The fine lines that are printed upon the blank pages enable one to 
do the spacing with comparatively little difficulty. Most collectors, however, 
collect for the sake of the pleasure that they derive and the recreation which 
is incident to the gathering of stamps. They do not care to make work of it 
and much prefer that someone else would do the planning for them. This 
has been the secret of the popularity of the printed album, thousands of 
which have been sold every year, and in which by far the largest number of 
collections are mounted. The great difficulty with the printed album has 
been the fact that new issues constantly coming have made it impossible to 
provide sufficient space in a bound book. Blank pages do not answer the 
purpose, for publishers cannot tell exactly where they will be needed, even 
though they may add enough to accomodate the new issues for many years; 
also, although they should succeed in furnishing additional leaves in the 
proper spaces, the album cannot be permanent, for eventually all the space 
will be used. Collectors who wish to use the printed album and yet desire 
an opportunity to add leaves as new issues come out have sought to get 
around this difficulty by having the leaves made separately so that they can 
be put into covers like those used for blank albums. This has been in some 
ways a success, but the expense of such an operation prevents its general 
adoption. There is also some difficulty in securing binders that will hold the 
separate leaves properly so that they will be even at the edges. An album 
in which the mounting is done in this way, if care is not taken to keep the 
leaves even, soon becomes worn along the edges of the leaves and tears in 
them are frequent. The best permanent album, if sucha thing could be de- 
vised, is one solidly bound as is usual with the printed album. There are 
many who have been forced toturn to the blank album, even though they pre- 
ferred the printed one, because such a book as we mention could not be 
furnished. The close of the 19th century and of the Victorian Era at the 
same time make a natural division in stamp collecting which renders possible 
the production of a permanent printed album. It is the intention of the 
publishers of the International Album to close this book with the roth cen- 
tury and to begin an entirely new edition of it with the 2oth century. There 
will probably be many collectors who will not add the stamps of the 2oth 
century to their collections and for these such a book will be exactly what 
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is required. It will contain spaces for all the principal varieties of stamps 
which have been issued during the roth century and in the cases of the 
better editions there will be sufficient blank pages so that those who desire 
to do so may find place to put shades and minor varieties. There are many 
collectors who do not care to become specialists, but who, when they do 
secure valuable varieties, do not care to sell them but prefer to place them 
in their collections as a means of adding interest tothem. For such collec- 
tors the rgth Century International Album will be all that they can desire. 
It is proposed to make the book as complete and perfect as possible in the 
first printings of it, but as we are continually printing new editions we shall 
make any slight changes that may be desirable, although our first editions 
will be complete so far as our knowledge of the stamps of the 19th century 
can makethem. The 19th Century Album will be an improvement on the 
edition which is now before the public marked 1901, as the earlier portion 
of that book was prepared before all the stamps of 1900 were issued and, 
therefore, many spaces are lacking in it. New leaves will also be prepared 
for special countries, such, for instance, as Greece where it has been impos- 
sible te mount the stamps with full satisfaction because enough spaces had 
not been provided for the prominent varieties. 

The 2oth Century Album will follow the course of the International 
Album of the past in its successive editions which will. appear year after year 
and to which the new issues will be added. There has been no haste in the 
preparing of this album because it will necessarilly be at the beginning a 
comparatively small book. It is the intention, however,to allow plenty of 


space in the first editions so that collectors will be able to use it for many 


years in connection with 19th century album and find room enough for all 
new issues. The exact time for the publication of this album has not been 
decided. It is expected that the rgth century permanent album will be ready 
for delivery during November, 
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Convention of the American Philatelic 
Association. 


The seventeenth Annual Convention of the American Philatelic Associa- 
tion was held in Springfield, Mass., from August 12th to 14th inclusive, 
There was an attendance of about seventy-five delegates and local members. 
The sessions were harmonious and the informal meetings of committees, 
especially those of the twelve to one (A. M.) committee, were marked by 
much hilarity. 

There being but one ticket for Directors in the field it was a foregone 
conclusion that the nominees would be elected, which proved to be the case. 

After the balloting Mr. H. G. Smith was compelled by pressure of busi- 
ness to decline his election and the Board of Directors persuaded Mr. H. E. 
Deats to accept an appointment to the vacant place. 


Subsequently the new directors met and elected the following officers to 
serve for the ensuing year : 


Alexander Holland, President; F. H. Burt, Vice-President; J. F. 
Johnson, Vice-President ; Gordon Ireland, Vice-President; H. E. Deats, 


Secretary ; E. Doeblin, International Secretary ; C. L. Annan, Treasurer ; 
H. B. Phillips, F. W. Coning. 


The following appointive offices were also filled by the Official Board : 
RESIDENTS VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


Boston, Mass.—J. F. Johnson; San Francisco, Cal.—W. EB. Loy; 
New York City—W. F. Gregory ; Pittsburg, Pa.—E. Doeblin ; Chicago, III. 
—A. F. Merell ; Minneapolis, Minn.—Eben S. Martin ; Springfield, Mass.— 
J. D. Bartlett. 


APPOINTIVE OFFICERS. 


E. H. Anderson, Librarian; H. D. Watson, Collecting Agent.; H. DB. 
Deats, Assistant Librarian; W. F. Gregory, Auction Purchasing Agent, New 
York City ; P. M. Wolsieffer, Auction Purchasing Agent, Chicago; A. W. 
Bachelder, Auction Purchasing Agent, Boston. 

The Entertainment Committee, all of whom are members of the Spring- 
field Stamp Club, provided a pleasing programme of entertainment in the 
shape of trolley trips to Mount Tom and Forest Park, a supper with speeches, 
and an informal reception at the house of Mr. W. C. Stone. All these 
arrangements were successfully carried out and were much enjoyed by the 
visitors, who will long retain pleasant memories of the Convention at Spring- 
field. 

An interesting feature of the meeting was a philatelic display in the 
window of one of the prominent business houses. This was intended as an 
attraction to those who are not stamp collectors and was designed to give 
them information and arouse their interest in the pursuit. The exhibit was 
arranged by Mr. J. D. Bartlet. The following extract from an article written 
by Mr. W. C. Stone for the Springfield Union will give a very good idea of 
the scope of the exhibition : 


“ The local club has prepared an exhibit of stamps which will be shown 
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in Forbes & Wallace’s window during the week of the convention. It is in- 
tended more as an historical exhibit than as a show of rarities. No attempt 
is made to show countries complete, and it is rather intended for the non- 
collector than for the collector. One frame is devoted to Great Britain and 
shows the two first postage stamps ever issued (1840) and also some of those 
just issued under Edward VII. Then to show the magnitude of the empire 
follows one stamp from each of the numerous colonies. 

France shows the various forms of government enjoyed since the stamps 
were first issued there in 1848 underthe republic. Following these come 
the presidency of Louis Napoleon, the second empire, the provisional 
government and the third republic, together with stamps from each of the 
30 odd colonies. Specimens of the revenue stamps by means of which 
the huge war indemnity to Germany was paid in a very few years are also 
shown, as well as several of the private stamps issued under the Commune of 
1870, and a letter sent out of Paris by balloon during the siege. 

Another frame shows the various revenue stamps issued by the United 
States government. First are shown the Civil war revenues for documents, 
and those for matches, perfumery, playing cards and patent medicines. The 
brass tag used to signify the payment of the cotton tax is also shown. This 
has a barb on it like a fish hook so that when it is once inserted in a bale it 
cannot be withdrawn. The revenues of the Spanish war period bearing the 
picture of the battleship Maine, and the private stamps of medicine firms are 
next in order. Then followed bank checks showing impressed stamps of 
each period and a parlor car check similarly stamped. 

The war in South Africa is recalled by the stamps of the two Boer states 
under the different forms of government, showing the stamps of the South 
African Republic as originally issued in 1870, then those of the British occupa- 
tion in 1877, and the restoration of the republican government in 1883. Then 
come in 1900 these last stamps with an overprint V. R.\I, significant of the 
military occupation, which have just been succeeded by a new series bearing 
the likeness of King Edward VII. After the Boers were driven from Pretoria, 
they set up their government in Pietersburg, where they printed a small supply 
of stamps of a plain type-set design which were soon out of use on account 
of the approach of the British columns. These stamps are quite difficult to 
obtain in a used condition and are by no means plentiful unused. The stamps 
of the Orange Free State are also shown in a similar manner but do not cover 
so many periods. 

From the lands recently devastated by volcanic eruptions are shown several 
specimens of stamps; Martinique, St. Vincent and Guatemala. The queer 
stamps issued by the native states under the protection of the British Indian 
government show a great variety of odd designs. Another frame shows the 
first postal card issued by Austria in 1869, together with the largest and 
smallest cards and a card used in the pneumatic tubes of Paris. 

The different objects upon which taxes are levied by various countries 
are shown in another exhibit and includes almanacs, policies of insurance, 
petroleum, weights and measures, gas and electric meter inspection, skeins of 
silk, silk worm eggs, patent medicines, lemonade, mineral water, spices, sleep- 
ing car tickets, coffee, chicory and others. Beer, tobacco and matches are 
taxed by numerous countries. 

Of our own country are shown the stamps issued by postmasters before 
the government issues, the first regular issue in 1847, the stamps of the 
Civil war period, Confederate States stamps, the Columbian, Omaha and Pan- 
American exposition series, and the envelopes issued in commemoration of 
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the Centennial in 1876. The colonies are also shown both under Spanish 
dominion and under the military rule of our own government. Hawaii is 
shown under both the royal and republican governments. 

A copy of the certificate of membership in the association and a group 
photograph of the delegates to the convention of 1895 at the Thousand islands 
complete the exhibit, with the exception of specimens of the literature of 
stamp collecting in various languages.” 


There were also shown such novelties as stamps of the highest and lowest 
denominations, the pony express stamps, those of bicycle and pigeon posts, 
encased stamps, those with the Sunday labels, postal currency, the so-called 
“tape worm” revenue stamps, queer stamps from the orient, odd combina- 
tions on original covers and numerous other things which might attract the 
attention of people who knew nothing of philately as a pursuit 


Dominican Republic. 


DESTRUCTION OF THE REMAINDERS OF THE 
**MAP” STAMPS. 


A correspondent in San Domingo sends us a copy of an official docu- 
ment which we translate for the benefit of our readers: 


“In the city of Santo Domingo, on the second day of the month of May 
of the year one thousand nine hundred and two, at ten o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and in presence of Mr. Enrique Montano, Official Centralizer of the 
General Accountancy of the Treasuary, of the citizen General Director of 
Mails and of various employes of this office, there were, in fulfilment of 
the degree of the Executive Power dated the first of the said month, burnt 
twenty-eight thousand four hundred and fifty-two dollars and seventy-three 
cents worth of pcstage stampsof the issue of the ‘Map of the Island,” 
which have been withdrawn from circulation since the 15th day of 
November of the year one thousand nine hundred and one. And for this 
purpose two cases were opened, from which were taken out various packets, 
and these being compared with the statements deposited in each case and 
the general value above-mentioned being proved, said incineration was 
performed, the sheets and packets delivered to the flames being soaked with 
gas, until they were completely destroyed. 

In faith of which the present minute is made in duplicate for the 
purposes of the law. 

The General Director of Mails, 
(Signed) RAFEL R; Baez, 


The Official Centralizer of the 
General Accountancy of the Treasury, 
(Signed) ENRIQUE MONTANO, 
Date as above. 
This is a faithful and exact copy. 
[us ] The Secretary, 
RAMON PINAYRO. 
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COLUMBIAN REPUBLIC.—We have found in our stock a horizontal pair 
of the 20 centimes brown on blue of the 1892 issue without perforation be 
tween. 


? & &@ @ @ 


Mexico.—Mr. Albert Calman has shown us the current 20c brown-rose 
official stamp with inverted surcharge and we have found in our stock the 5 
pesos scarlet in the same condition. 
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New CALEDONIA.—We translate the following from ZL’ Zcho de la Tim- 
brologie: The New Caledonians amuse themselves. They are about to is- 
sue some stamps for internal service, a fantaisie which has the sole object of 
coining money. It appears that it is the Consul General of the Colony who 
has had this charming idea, he has manifested the desire that ‘‘ on the occasion 
of the soth anniversary of the taking possession of the Colony, postage 
stamps of a local type shall be placed in circulation.”” The Director of Posts 
has joined hands on this pretext and in accordance with the Governor of the 
Island has decided to issue stamps of 5, 15 and 40 centimes, “which will be 
only available for the payment of postage on articles of correspondence cir 
culating in the interior of the colony.” 

This issue will take place in 1904; they are able down there to perceive 
misfortune from afar. Meantime they invite designers resident of New 
Caledonia to set themselves at work, and there will be opened between them 
a competition of which the prizes are fixed at 100 francs and 50 francs. We 
conclude that the expenses of the issue will be paid by collectors. 

f & & & & 

NivE IsLtanp.—Zwen's Weekly Stamp News has heard of a sheet of the 
1p New Zealand stamp with the Niue overprint inverted. We also quote as 
follows: 

“‘ The Colonial Stamp Market has shown us a number of the new 44d, 
1d and 234d stamps recently brought into use in this Pacific island (‘ pacific ’ 
in name but evidently not in its intentions towards stamp collectors). We 
are consequently at last able to give a detailed description of the errors and 
varieties. Weomit from the list the first issue, with the rubber-stamped 
overprint “ Niue,” as we have not yet seen this. 

Second issue. Overprinted on adhesives of New Zealand. 

‘NIUE.—¥% PENI.” in two lines, in carmine, on 4d green, wmk. double- 
lined N. Z. and Star (Basted Mills), perf. 14. 

t?) variety, wide space between u and £ of “ NIUE.” 

e) error, surcharge inverted. 

(f) ."* . variety (a). 


re 








a er a co 


atl 





Pte 
ae. . eet eee 


—_ 
ee a ae 


eS iy 








237 


“ NIUE.—TAHA PENI.”’ in two lines, in dark blue, on 1d rose (‘ universal’ 
type) wmk. double-lined N. Z. and Star (Basted Mills), perf. 11x14. 
(a) variety, wide space between v and £ of “ nivg.” 


(2 ** no stop after “ pent.” 
(c) “ (q@) and (4) on same stamp. 
(7) “ broken g, almost like r. 


“e 


NIUE.—2%% PENI.” in two lines, in carmine, on 2%4d blue, no wmk. 
(Waterlow paper) perf. 11. 

(4) variety, no stop after “ pent.” 

As is well-known, the sheets of current 14d and 1d New Zealand stamps 
consist of 240 stamps arranged in 10 rows of 24. In the case of the Niue 
stamps, however, each sheet appears to be divided into four.blocks of 60 
(to rows of 6) before being surcharged ; the Colonial Market’s entire supply 
was certainly issued in this way. The side margins are removed from each 
sheet so that the blocks will all be of identical size. In forming the plate, 
fifteen surcharges (5 rows of 3) are set up in ordinary printer’s type, four 
stereos being then taken. These, when mounted together (two above two), 
apparently constitute a plate as used for printing. 

Variety (a), wide spacing between 0 and & of “ Niue,” occurred in set- 
ting the original type and was consequently reproduced in each stereo sub- 
sequently made, both of the %d and of the 1d value. The space between 
the two letters is 144mm instead of 1 or 14mm, whilst the whole word 
“wive” including the stop measures 1034mm instead of 10 or 104mm. 
The position of this variety on each stereo is No. 3 in the middle or 3rd 
row. 

Variety (2), no stop after “ pen,” occurred in trimming one of the four 
stereos for the 1d value (the lower left hand block on a pane of stamps) be- 
fore mounting themtogether. The third stamp in the 3rd and 4th rows was 
trimmed too close, the dot after “ penr”’ being removed in each case. Con 
sequently in each printed pane of 60 stamps, the 3rd stamp in the 8th and 
gth rows has this variety, the third stamp in the 8th row happens also to be 
variety (a) so that varieties (4) and (¢) occur once on each block of 
sixty. 

Variety (¢) is evidently due to an accident to stereo No. 4 or to the 
completed plate, as it only occurs once on each block of sixty, on stamp 
No. 6 in the 6th row. ‘The lowest bar of the letter z of “‘ Niue” is broken 
of short, but not sufficiently to form a letter r. The letter N of “ Peni,” 
just below, was battered at the same time. 

Two panes of 60 of the %d with inverted surcharge have been found. 
Variety (a) occurs as usual. 

The 234d stamps of New Zealand are printed in sheets of 120, 12 rows 
of 10, and are so surcharged, as we have a sheet with only a few stamps 
missing from the top right hand corner. The 7th stamp in the 6th row has 
no stop after ‘‘pent.” There does not appear to be any evidence to show 
the size of the stereo. 

We illustrate the three types of surcharge : 


NIUE. 
NIUE. NIUE. 


1 1 
PENI. P 
2 TAHA PENI. 2 PENI. 


‘ 


=? &@ & &@ @ 
PENRHYN ISLAND.—We quote from Zwen’s Weekly Stamp News: “ The 
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Colonial Stamp Market has shown us a number of the new 34d, 1d and 24d 
stamps forthis island. There are no varieties in the ¥4d and rd, but in the 
24d we note the following: 

Adhesive. Overprinted on stamps of N. Z. “ PENRHYN IsSLAND—2% 
PENI” on 244d blue, no wmk. perf 11. Variety, wide space between “2% ” 
and “ PENI.” 

The space between ‘“‘ 234” and “ pen1” normally measures 14mm, but 
in the 8th vertical row (each sheet of 24d Penrhyn Island stamps contains 
120 stamps in 12 horizontal rows of 1o—otherwise 1o vertical rows of 12) 
each of the 12 stamps shows the wide-spaced variety, “234 " and “peni’ being 
2%mm apart. As we have only seen a part of a sheet, it may occur else- 
where also. 

As in the case of the Niuean stamps, the %d and 1d values are issued 
in quarter-sheets of 60 stamps, and the plate from which they are printed is 
probably formed the same way.” 

We illustrate the surcharges : 

PENRHYN ISLAND. 


‘cc 


PENRHYN ISLAND 
PENRHYN ISLAND. 


1 1 
PENI. 
ies TAI PENI. agen 
Se. Bie . «& 
P ATITAY ; ¢ y 
ARAGUAY.—A correspondent sends us a cutting from a local paper 


which we translate herewith. 
ASUNCION, July 1, 1902. 

Having exhausted the postage stamps of 1 centavo intended for the 
postage on printed matter in the interior of the Republic; 

The Director General of Postage and Telegraphs 

Resolves: 

1 To use from the above mentioned date the half of a stamp of 2 cen- 
tavos of the current issue (color, gray) cut vertically. 

2 Remit to the International Office of Berne the number of samples 
established by the Postal Convention. 

3 Communicated and published Car.Los R. SANTOs. 


oF ot. By @ 


Urucuay.—We have found in our stock the current one peso official 
stamp with inverted surcharge. 





~ 
aa 


—_———-$-—_, 
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BOLIVIA.—Mr. H. A. Chapman 
has*shown ‘us the 2oc stamp of the 
new portrait series. We find we have 
failed to chronicle the 5 and toc 
stamps. ——. 


Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 
5c Carmine rose 
1oc blue 
2oc violet and black 


OCOLOMBIAN REPUBLIC. — We 
have received three roughly lith- 
ographed stamps which are over- 
printed with a control mark of wavy 
lines in red, similar to the issue of 
1900, Such copies as we have seen 
appear to have been cancelled in 
Barraquila. We donot know whether 
they are special issue for that locality 
or something for the country in 
general. 

A correspondent has sent us three 
new stamps for this country. They 
are lithographed and the designs have 
a family likeness, consisting of the 
national coat of arms surmounted by 
the condor with “Correos Republic 
Columbia” above and the valuebelow. 
At each side are columns. 


rel . 5 N D) 


= Fen yAvOs 








Adhesive stamps. 


Pin perforated. 
Rose surcharge. 
5c yellow brown 
roc black 
20c claret (shades) 
Imperforate. 
5c green on green 
1oc black on pink 
z0oc brown on salmon 


Anticquia.—Last month we gave a 
list of new stamps for this state but 
we find that we did not describe all of 
them. Mr. Wm. Thorne has kindly 
shown usa block of the 2 centavos, 
including a copy of the 3 centavos; a 
Too Late stamp of design similar to 
that of the lowest values of the regular 
series ; a Registration stamp of the 
usual long rectangular shape ; and a 
Return Registration stamp, diamond 
shaped and having, as its principal 
feature, the letters A. R. much dis- 
torted. 

Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated. 

3c dull blue (error) 

Too Late stamp. 
2%c purple 
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Registration stamp. 
roc purple on blue 

Return Registration stamp. 
5c black on rose 


COOK ISLANDS.—We have received 
a new stamp of the Queen’s head type. 


Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated. 
Unwatermarked. 
2% dull blue. 


CORBA.—The Mitieldeutschen 
Philatelisten Zeitung is authority for 
the statement that the double card 
of 4 cheun of the current type has 
appeared. 

Postal cards. 
4x4 ch red-brown on bluish 





CUBA.—We have recently seen a 
a number of copies of the 2c stamp 
printed in scarlet instead of carmine. 
Such copies as we have seen appear 
to have been taken from stamp 
books. 

Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated 12. 
Watermarked U. S. P. S. 
2c scarlet 


DUTOH INDIES.—The PAilatelic 
Journal of Great Britain reports a 
companion to the provisional stamp 
chronicled in our last number. 


Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated. 

Provisional issue. 

Black surcharge. 
%c on 2c brown 





GAMBIA.— Der Philatelist reports 
the appearance of the 1p postal card 
single and reply of the new King’s 
head type. 


Postal cards. 


Size 140xgomm. 
Ip carmine on buff 
IXIp carmine on buff 





GREAT BRITAIN.— The top 
stamp has at last appeared, 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Crown, 

Perforated 14. 
1op carmine and violet 





GRENADA.—The new newspaper 
wrappers of the King’s head design 
are reported in European journals. 

Wrappers. 

Size 125x300 mm. 

Buff paper 
YP green 

Ip Carmine 


GUATEMALA.—Two new provis- 
ional stamps have appeared. They 
are made by surcharging the large one 
centavos revenue stamp with postal 
inscription and new values in red. The 
surcharges appear to have been 
printed one row at a time and we 
have found a sheet of the 2c with an 


extra row printed diagonally across 
it. 


Adhesive stamps. 
Provisional issue. 


1 Z 
% WAC, 
<9 "%, 


é > 


1902 
1c on Ic blue 


UN j CTV. 
2c on 1c blue 


Variety, double surcha ge. 
2c on 1c blue 


Surcharge in red 





MALTA.—LZwen's Weekly Stamp 
News reports the appearance of the 
new 4p newspaper wrapper with head 
of King Edward. 











Wrapper. 


Size 298x125 mm. 
%p green on buff 


MBXIOO.—The ///ustriertes Brief. 


marken- Journal reports a provisional 
postal card, made by surcharging the 
current 3c gray with a new value 
“ Cuatro centavos.” 

Postal card. 


Provisional issue. 
Brown surcharge. 
4c on 3c brown 


MONTENEGRO.--We are indebt- 
ed to Mr. Nikolas Nikoletick for 
samples of the new issue for this 
country. The values are in heller 
and kronen. There are also enve- 
lopes of 10 and 25 heller, wrappers 
of 5 and ro heller, postal cards of 
5, 5X5, 10 and roxio heller, and 
letter cards of 10 and 25 heller, but 
we have not a description of them. 


Adhesive stamps. 





Perforated. 
th ultramarine 
2h lilac rose 
sh pale green 
1oh rose 
25h dull blue 
50h gray 
tk violet brown 
2k pale brown 
5k yellow brown 


Unpaid letter stamps. 






































sh orange 
toh olive 
25h lilac 
5oh emerald green 
1k greenish blue 
Return registration stamp. 
25h carmine 





NATAL.—The new series of stamps, 
postal cards and wrappers for this 
country have been shown to the 
Deutsche Briefmarken Zeitung by Mr. 
Phillip Kosack. It is not stated 
whether the stamps are in issue or are 
described from a “specimen"’ set. 
The design is quite elaborate, having 
the head of the Kingin the center with 
the words ‘‘ Postage-Natal-Revenue ” 
curved in horse-shoe shape above it 
and the value below. The 5 and 
10 shillings are of larger size than the 
lower valies. 

Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated 14. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 
M4p green 

1p rose-red 

1p black and green 

3p gray and red-violet 

5p ochre and black 

6p lake brown and green 

ish milky blue and rose-red 
2sh violet blue and green 
2sh-6p red-violet 

Watermarked Crown and C. C. 
5sh carmine rose and steel blue 
tosh lake brown and carmine 
Wrappers. 

Size 125x300 mm. 

Manila paper. 
%p dark green 

Ip carmine 

Postal cards. 


%p green on buff 121x75 mm. 
Ip carmine on buff 140x79 mm. 





NICARAGUA.—We have found 
among a lot of common stamps of 
this country several copies of the 
2oc telegraph stamps with postal 
cancellation. 
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Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News an- 
nounces the appearance of four 
postal cards of the 1rgo1 type. 


Telegraph stamp used postally. 
2oc yellow brown 


‘Postal cards. 


Size 142xg90mm. 
zc blue on blue gray 
2cxac blue 
3c red-brown on green 
3cex3c red brown on green 


PARAGUAY.—We have received 
the 8 centavos stamp of the current 
lithographed series. 

Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated. 
8c brown 


PBERSIA.—We hoped we had com- 
pleted the list of provisional issues in 
our last number but we find we have 
failed to chronicle one series. This 
was issued in the early part of this 
year by Mr. Victor Castaigne, the 
Pelgian V ce Consul who is also Di- 
rector General of Customs and Posts 
at Mesched. The stamps are litho- 
graphed and imperforate. The prin 
cipal feature of the design is a horizon- 
tal oval bearing the large colorless 
script letters “V.C.”, above this is an 
arched label with an inscription in 
Persian and below it a similar label 
with “ PosTES—1902—PERSANES "’ 
The value appears in circles in each 
corner, in Persian at the top and 
French at the bottom. Each stamp 
has the initials “‘V C” written near 
the top in red ink. We chronicle 
the 1 kran on the authority of the 
the Philatelic Record. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Imy erforate. 

Initials in red. 

ich black 

ach “ 

sch 
5ch violet 


it} 





12ch black 
tkr red 


ST. VINOCENT.—Mr.F. F. Brown 
has shown us the rew issue for this 
country. 


Adhesive stamps. 





Watermarked Crown and L A. 
Perforated 14. 
%p violet and green 

1p violet and carmine 

2%p violet and ultramarine 

3p violet and olive 

6p violet and brown 

ish green and carmine 


SALVADOR. — The ///ustrtertes 
Briefmarken journal gives a list of 
provisional stamps of the 1900 type 
among which we find two that are 
new to us. 

Official stamps. 

Perforated. 


Regular issue sur- 
charged in’ black 


Kanade, 
OF ich 
26c orange brown 


Unpaid letter stamps. 


Surcharged andy, 

. \. €, 
in black and SOF Ie 
50c orange 


SBERVIA.—A to paras stamp has 
been added to the current issue. In 
the Journat for December last we 
reported a new 1o paras postal card. 
The companion reply card has now 
appeared. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated «1%. 

10 paras rose 











Postal card. 
ro paras carmine on buff. 


SIBRRA LHONE.—7Zhe Deutsche 
Briefmarken Zeitung illustrates a 
new registration envelope. The 
shape is circular, having in the cen- 
ter the embossed head of the King 
and at the top “Two PENCE,” the 
words separated by a crown, and 
curved around lower part ‘‘sIERRA 
LEONE REGISTRATION FEE.” 


Registration envelope. 


Size 133x84 mm. 
2p blue 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. — 
Mr. Phillip Kosack has shown the 
Deutsche Briefmarken Zeitung the 
complete set of new stamps for this 
country, as well asa postal card. It is 
not stated whether these are “ speci- 
men’”’ stamps or those regularly issued. 
We have previously chronicled the 3 
and 8 cents. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 

Perforated 14. 

1c green 

3c violet and orange 
4c violet on red 

5c violet 

8c violet on blue 
roc violet on yellow 
25c violet and green 


30c black and carmine 
50c green and rose 
1d green and black 
2d violet and black 
5d green and brown orange 
Postal card. 


Size 140x89 mm. 
3¢ carmine on buff 


TRANSVAAL.—It is reported in 
European journals that the current 
4p registration envelope has appeared 
with the “E. R. I.” surcharge 11mm 
long instead of 12mm. 


Registration envelope. 


Black surcharge. 
4p olive (surcharge 11mm.) 


TUNIS.—The current 5c envelope 
is uo0w appearing with the stamp of 
the new shade current in France and 
colonies. 

Envelope. 

White paper. 
5c yellow green 


UGANDA.—A 1 anna reply card 
has appeared. It is made by sur- 
charging the card of British East Af- 
rica with the word “uGaGpDa.” 

Postal card. 


Black surcharge. 
IXi a Carmine on buff 

















Now Ready for Delivery. 


The Postage Stamps 


OF THE 


United States, 


By JOHN WN. LUFF. 


The most complete anc elaborate history yet 
published of the adhesive postal issues of the 
United States Post Office Department, as well 
as the provisional issues by Postmasters and 
the semi-official Carriers’ Etamps. 


The book is the result of many years of study and 
research. Its author is widely known as an advanced 
collector and philatelic expert. Since its appearance asa 
serial in the American Journal of Philately, the work has 
been thoroughly revised and brought upto date. Many of 
the earlier chapters have been entirely rewritten and much 
new material has been added tothe work. Expense has 
not been spared in seeking matter to add to the interest of 
the book and likewise, in its mechanical production. 

The book will contain over 400 pages, small quarto- 
size. There will be two editions: 

A regular edition, on fine paper, bound in cloth. 

An edition de luxe, limited to 50 copies, signed by 
the author, on hand-made linen paper, bound in half 


morocco. 
PRICES: 
RECULAR EDITION, $7.50 
EDITION DE LUXE, 15.00 


Scott Stamp & Coin Co., b’td., 


18 East 23rd Street, New York City. 





Scott Stamp @ Coin Co. 
NEW YORK: | a eee 


PHILADELPHIA, PA; 1204 Chestnut Street. 


AUGUST BARGAINS. 


ALL UNUSED, 
Colombian Republic, 1902, Provisional, 5 


#6 sa 


sé sé 


Great Britain, 1902, 10p King 
Grenada, 1902, King’s Head, 


< 
Guatemala, 1902, Ic on ik 
vig “2c on ic 
Hayti, 1902, Provisional 50c 

ac 


‘é 


Malta, 1902, Provisional ip on 2%p 
New Zealand, t902, Wmk, NZ Star 4% 
“ «e e ee t« a“ 


>» —" ‘¢ no watermark 
Orange River Colony, 1902, ip 
Paraguay, 1902, 8c lithograph 
Straits Settlements, 1902, 1 

es + we 30¢ 
} 


Transvaal, i902, ERI sur 


sé «é «es ‘ 


Uruguay, 1901, Official, 1 


se ‘ 4 


Special Offers. 
Bolivia, 1890, 20c green 
Colombian Republic, 1899, 50: 
Prince Edward’s Island, 1865, 2p imperf. 
ss As - 3p imperf. 
Paris or blocks at same rate. 
10 PER CENT, DISCOUNT ON SINGLE STAMPS. 











